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MARRIAGE: 
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How God made them Male and Female in the beginning, 
and how he joyned them together, before they were drove 
from God into the Earth, andthen the manner of Mar- 
riage before the Law, and then the Marriage inthe 
Law, and the Marriage amongſt the Chriſtians in the 
Primitive times; And the eMarriage of the Apoſtate. 
. Chriſtians, and Jews and Gentiles, where hardneſs 
of heart was, there men put a ſunder : But where God. - 
jones together, let none put a ſunder, that is as it was 
in the beginning before man was driven from God into 
the Earth, out of the defiled Bed in the Dominion, in 9 
the unity with all Saints, ſo not to be hid from tbem. 4 


| -Ow the reproveable Marriages are ſuch as Y 
C Herods, that John Baptift reproved, and fuch 3 
are ſpoken of in Genefes, whenthe Som of God bw 

ſaw the Daughters of mem that they were fair;they took un- 

_ to them Wives of all ſorts,which was in the coveting de- 

fires that grieved the Spirit of God, ſo their minds 
was rebuked that run after all ſorts, that grieved the 
Spirit of God)\that prent from Gods joyning; 80 this 

Was the rebukable Marriage, Gen. 6. 2. So let your 

S without Coveteouſneſſe. 

* And the manner of Tſaecks taking a wife, Chap.24. 

and Chap. 38. People was preſent when hetook 

Fife, and Rebekabs * bleſſed her and ſaid, be 


thou 
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thou Mother of Thoufands z and Iſuac took her into 


his Mothers Tent, and there took her to Wife. At 


the marriage of Jacob, Laban gathered together all 
the menof th | ace (and ſo then wis pe 12) Ger. 
$9. 22, So the manner of marrying in Las ned 
21. Thou ſhalt not take thee a wife that is a whore, or a 
woman that is put away from her Husband, that was the 
Law of the Prieſts, Levit.21.. Te ſhall not wake Mar- 
riages with the Heathen, nor give your Daughters nor Sons 
to them, nor ferve their Gods, but ſhall follow me ſaith - 
the Lord, he that joins together, Dent. 7. 3. And Jo- 


ſua ſaid they ſhould not make marriages with the Hea- 


then, leaſt they were ſusres to them, and as traps, Jo. 
bus 23. 12. And the wife of the dead ſhall not marry a 
ſtranger, and the Elders of the City was to ſpeak to 
him that did marry the woman, the wife of him that 


was dead, and he and ſhe ſhould come before the El- 


ders, and fo you ſee there were people preſent, Deut. 
25.9. At Boaz and Ruth all the People and: Elders 
that were in the Gates were witneſſes, and ſaid, we 
are witueſſer; And there you may ſee what was the 
words the man ſaid, and the woman ſaid to them, 


Ruth 4. ITbe Lard malę the woman like Rachel and Le- 


ah, which two did build the er of Iſrael, and the wo- 
man bleſſed the Lord likewiſe 3 And David ſent his 
ſervants to Abigsil, and communed with her to take 
her to wife, and ſhe came with five Damſels, and be- 
came his wife, 1 8am. 25. 39. 4 2. h 
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A ertuous Woman is 4 Crown to her Husband. 


T TEar is ſomething alſo which was ſpoken con- 

cerning marrying in the Primitive times, by 
the Saints and Servants of God, who were paſled 
from death to life, and ſo from the ſin that defiles the 


Bed; Chriſt ſaith, Aat. 19. 9. Whoſoever ſhall put 


away his wife except it be for Fornication, and marrieth 
another, committeth Adultery, and whoſoever marrieth 
her that is put away committeth Adultery. There was a 
marriage in Canaan, and Jeſus his Mother and his Diſci- 
ples were called toit; S0 you may ſee there were peo- 


ple preſent as witneſſes 3 things were not done in a 


corner nor in a hole, Jobn 2. While a womans Husband 
lives, if ſhe marries ſhe is called an Adultereſe, but when 
her Husband is dead, ſbe is free from the Law if ſhe mar- 
ry to another man, Rom. 7. 3. And in 1 Cor. 7. The 
180 of Marriage may be ſeen; Let not the wife de- 
part from the Husband, for the unbelieving Husband is 
ſanctiſied through the believing wife, and thennbelieving 
wife through the belzeving Heeband, elſe were our Chil- 
dren unholy, but nom arethey clean ; for what” doſt thou 
know but thou mayeſt ſave thy wife, or the wife may ſave 
her husband? Therefore you may ſee there was much 
in that; and this was ſpoken further then the Law, 
which ſaith. in Ne hemiab, they might depart if they 
were joyned to the Heathens, Nehe. 13. The Apoſtle 
faith, be zot unequally yoaked with unbelievers, for what 
fellawſhip hath Belrevers with Infidels, 1 Cor. 6, And 
Huchannl, lode ymer Mies, ant Wrues ſubmitiio Jour Hus. 
Zamdis as it it it in the Lord, for no man hates bis aum 
flaſb; and in 1 Tim. 4. 3. The Apoſtle ſpeaks of them | 
_ : A 2 that 


2 


- that are gotten up in the Apoſtacy which did and 
have forbidden to warry, chap. 5. the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
of the ſtate of right marriage, and Heb. 13. 4. He 


o 
n Py 


faith, Marriage is bonourable in all, andthe Bd that is 


wndefiled 5 But whoremongers and aclulterert God will 


judge,” and in 1 Pet. 3. 1.2.7. Wives be in ſubjection to 


Jour own Hutbandt, that if any obey not the Word, they 
alſo may without the Word, be won by the converſation of 
the Wives, while they behold your chaſt converſation con- 
pled with fear 's likewiſe Husbands dwell with your Wives 
according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife as 
to the weaker Veſſel,” and as being heirs together of the grace 
7 life, that jour prayers' be not hindlredd; aud husbands 
ove your wives, and wives love your busbands;' as Chriſt: 
loves the Church,” and the Church loves Cbriſt. 
And if any friends go together in the Power of the 
Lerd, or find a neceſſity therevnto to joyn in Marri- 
age, that after the thing hath been made known be- 
tween themſelves, before any thing be concluded, 
it be- declared to Friends who are able, in the Wiſdom: 
and Power of God to ſee and feel into it: & if they ſee 


the thing in the light and power to ſtand,itmay be de 


elared to friends in the meeting or Meetings, to which: 
the parties do belong, towards the end thereof as 
they are moved, by the parties themſelves, or ſome 
other friends as they are moved, both of the parties 
being then preſent, that ĩt may be by friends felt and 


ſieen in tlie light, and enquirie may be made touching 


any other engagement, to ſtop ſcandals, and things 
kept eee 1 


hardneſſe of arp, vs But if the parties who are 
firſt acquainted with ſueh a marriage, or any friend, 
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1 hat you take time in it; and you may 
de clear and feol it as t was in the beginning, thatno 


* 


8 al 6 


45 <a 


—— 


'|. _ orfriends have any thing againſt it, and if 3 
be reſolved other wiſe, that then the matter be lai 
before friends the next General meeting that may 
- be appointed, to conſider of things relating to 
friends, and there to be ſeen into and ended; If in 
convenient time after the thing is declared nothing 
appear againſt it by the parties who are firſt ac- 
quainted with ſuch a marriage, nor by any Friend 
or Friend: ʒzand after things are all ſweet and clear, 
and Friends have unity with it, they may as they 
| are moved, declare it in the end of the General 
Meeting to which the parties do belong, before 
the departure of Friends, or as they are moved, 
they may declare it in the mid-time of the Market, 
on the Market-day in the next Market-towz, to ſuch 
parties outward dwelling as they are moved, or 
they may not as their freedom 1s by the Parties 
themſelves, or ſuch other as the Parties do ſee fit 
as they are moved; then after a convenient time, 
and the thing be ſeen, felt, and had unity with, 
| and an Aſſembly about twelve Friends met toge- 
| ther, they may ſpeak their Teſtimony(that all may 
| take notice who are the perſons ) as they are ma- 
ved, how the Lord hath jozed them together in 
Marriage, and then a Certificate by Friends then 
| preſent may be given of the Day, Month, and Tear;: 
| that ir may be recorded, and as they are moved; 
| they may declare it to the Magiſtrate, and they: 
will, or they may not; And that thofe things that 
cannot be owned by all Friends, & have unitie with 
all in the Power and Spirit of God, may not be re- 
& corded, and Unrighteonſneſs,and Filthineſs, Forni- 
eceation, Whoredom, and Adultery may be ſhut out, 
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which is done be anſwered, and Righteouſneſs, and 
Purity, and Holineſs, that all things may be done in 
.. the Pomer, Life fruth, and Wiſdom of the Lord God, 
and-in Unity, and you preſerved in Unity, that you 
may ſerve God in a New life, and ene heart, and 
holy Seed, and glorifie him in your Souls, Bo- 
dies, and Spirit which are his, that your Con- 
verſation may be ordered a right, that you may 


ſee the Salvation of God, and know the mar- 


riage that is ſanctified by the Word, that you 
may be the peculiar people, the holy Royal Seed 
aud Generation; And that ncthing be recorded 

for Money in theſe things, but freely, a free peo- 
ple and in love ſerve one another; For the Jews 
went together after they came out of Egypt, that 
had been brought out by the Power of God, after 
hardneſſe of heart got up into them, then. Moſes 
gave them a bill of Divorcement to put a ſunder, 
and this was becauſe of the hardneſſe of their 
bearts. And the Heather went together like beaſts, 

and the Apoſtate Chriſtians ſince the daies of the 


_— have: done the ſame, whoſe hardneſſe 
'hea 


rt hath ſhewed it ſelf each to other; But in 


the beginning it was not ſo before man was drove 


into the Earth from God; So Friends that be re- 
deemed ont of the Earth comes to know it as it 
was in the beginning again ; and how God created 


the Male & the Female, and joyned together which 


nomancan put a ſunder( & fo are redeemed from 
the Jews marria d the Gentiles marriagegand 


the Apoſtate Chriſtians marriages ) and mo G 


Joys toget ber let no man put © ſunderʒ But who comes 
together as it was in the beginning, comes over 
| 3 | the 
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the Jews, Gentiles, js Apoſtate- Chriftians , and 
that is the Marriage that. is hononrable, and there 
the Bed is that is undefiled 3 therefore whom; God 
joynes together, that is with his Power which was 
before the fall which defiles the Bed, and that is it. 
that all ſnould feel the thing in the Power: And 


you that go together may tell it to them that be in = 
the Poiver of God, that they may know it before it 9 
be in the General Meeting, that Friends may have 4 
publick notice of it abroad, that all may witneſſe i 


the thing and have unitie with it; and if any are 
moved to publiſh it in the Market.to judge the Jews 
and the Centiles, and Apoſtate Chriſtians, their mar- 
riages which be not in thePower of God, they may, 
who know it to be as it was in the beginning, the 
true Marriage; God made them Male and Female, 
the honourable Mariage, which is the Bed undefiled, 1 
which was before the fall, whom God joynes togee e 
ther let no man put a ſunder; and that you be a * = 22M 
Royal ſeed, a peculiar people zealous of good 
works, and to know God joyning together, which 
is over and above mens putting a ſunder. 
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In the beginning God made them Male & emale, not 3 
Males & Females,as it was after in the fall where "7; 
men had many wives, ſo who knows the Marriage b 
in the Reſtauration, knows it as it was in the be- 

Finning Male and Female, Gods making,and Gods I 
Joyning,and that is in the dominion an honourable . J 
ſtate, and renewed in the Image of God, out of the : 
Whoremongers, Adulterers, and Fornicators ſtate, 
whom God doth judge, which defiles the Bed, over 
| \ | which, 
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EI which God ſets hit | Seed in judgement gel 
wöhieh hath the honourable marriage and un- * 
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